
 Christian County Commission 100 West Church St, Room 100 

  Ozark, MO  65721 

 January Term http://ChristianCountyMO.iqm2.com 

 

 ~ Minutes ~  

Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:50 AM The Christian County Courthouse 

I. Convene 

 The meeting was called to order at 8:50 AM by Presiding Commissioner Ray Weter 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Ray Weter Presiding Commissioner Present 8:50 AM 

Bill Barnett Western Commissioner Present 8:50 AM 

Sue Ann Childers Eastern Commissioner Present 8:50 AM 

Nikki Thiessen Assistant Present 8:50 AM 

Ashley Hannah Secretary Present 8:50 AM 

II. Agenda 

Motion/Vote - 8:50 AM Kay Brown-Christian County Clerk 
Minutes & Financials Approval -  1. 2742 : Approve Minutes and Financials 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Nixa City Administrator 
Brian Bingle, Judy Dollarhite, and Nixa Mayor Brian Steele. 

 

No financials to approve. 

 
Motion/Vote -    
December 28, 2015 Minutes 
Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the minutes for 
December 28, 2015. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote -    
December 29, 2015 Minutes 
Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the minutes for 
December 29, 2015. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote -    
December 31, 2015 Minutes 
Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the minutes for 
December 31, 2015. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote -    
January 4, 2016 Minutes 
Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the minutes for January 
4, 2016. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote -    
January 6, 2016 Minutes 
Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the minutes for January 
6, 2016. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote -    
January 7, 2016 Minutes 
Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the minutes for January 
7, 2016. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 
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Motion/Vote - 8:55 AM Christian County Commission 
Discussion -  Approve Agenda 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Nixa City Administrator 
Brian Bingle, Judy Dollarhite, and Nixa Mayor Brian Steele. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said County Clerk Kay Brown cancelled her 9:30 a.m. 
agenda item. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the amended agenda 
for January 13, 2016. 

RESULT: ADOPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 9:00 AM Brian Bingle-City of Nixa 
Discussion -  Joint Economic Development Initiative 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Nixa City Administrator 
Brian Bingle, Judy Dollarhite, Nixa Mayor Brian Steele, Ozark City Administrator Steve 
Childers, Ozark Chamber of Commerce Director Andrea Sitzes, Amelia Wigton, Public 
Administrator Ken Davis, Treasurer Karen Matthews, and Jim Billedo. 

 

Brian Bingle presented the Joint Economic Development Initiative.  This initiative creates 
a Business Development Corporation that will allow public, private, or joint partnerships 
that focuses on the economic development of Christian County.  

 

Presentation followed.   

 

Mr. Bingle is asking the Commission to agree to the formation of a Christian County 
Business Development Corporation.  Mr. Bingle is recommending the Public/Private 
Sector model for advancing Christian County economic development.   

 

The goals and the draft 2016 budget of the Joint Economic Development Initiative were 
reviewed.  The wages, benefits, and expenses of the initiative would be divided between 
Christian County, Ozark, Nixa, and Private Sector Investors, which would include a Board 
of Directors.  An initial $95,000 marketing analysis to help launch the initiative is not 
included in the draft 2016 budget. 
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Mr. Bingle said the City of Nixa has agreed to support the initiative and the same 
presentation is scheduled for the City of Ozark. Once both cities have agreed to 
participate in the initiative, a presentation will be delivered to business owners.   

 

Mr. Childers has preliminarily discussed the initiative with the Ozark Board of Alderman.  
He is confident that this is the right progress for the County and said he is enthusiastic 
about presenting the Business Development Corporation to the Private Sector Investors.  

 

Mayor Steele said the Joint Economic Development Initiative is part of Nixa's long-term 
strategic plan. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter said he has spoken with Ozark Mayor Rick Gardner and 
he is enthusiastic about the initiative.   

 

Mr. Bingle said that Alderman Randy Wright is excited about the Business Development 
Corporation and will be beneficial in getting the business community on board. 

 

Commissioner Childers asked Mr. Bingle about their investment timeline.  Answer: They 
want to have the Public Sector secured when the presentation is made to the Private 
Sector Investors.  The presentation to Ozark is planned for the week of January 25, 
2016, then a February date will identified to hold a banquet for the Private Sector.   

 

Commssioner Childers endorsed the initiative. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter expressed a concern over the five year commitment to 
finance the Business Development Corporation on future elected officials.  Answer:  Mr. 
Bingle said that he can appreciate the Commissioner's concerns, he is confident that 
future officials will see the benefit of the initiative. 

 

Commissioner Barnett commended the Nixa and Ozark Community leaders and 
endorsed the initiative. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter opened the floor to public comment.  No comments. 
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Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to establish a commitment to 
support the formation of a 501 (c) (3) in partnership.  At the appropriate time, the 
Commission will consider a financial investment. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 9:34 AM Ken Davis-Christian County Public Administrator 
Discussion -  Indigent Cremation 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Judy Dollarhite, Public 
Administrator Ken Davis, Treasurer Karen Matthews, Auditor Lacey Hart, and Jim 
Billedo. 

 

Ken Davis presented a court order that allows him to take charge of the unclaimed 
bodily remains of Suzanne Murray.  Mr. Davis is asking the Commission for the authority 
to dispose of Ms. Murray's remains and turn them over to her son, over which he has 
Guardianship.   

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained motion to fund the cost of disposition of 
Suzanne Murray's remains. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 
Motion/Vote - 10:00 AM Brad Cole-Christian County Sheriff 
Agreement -  Saddlebrook Community Center Lease Agreement 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, Assistant Ashley Hannah, Judy Dollarhite, Jim 
Billedo, Sheriff Brad Cole, Captain Tom Koch, Amber Duran, and Auditor Lacey Hart. 

 

Sheriff Cole presented a lease for office space in the Saddlebrook Community Center.  
The agreement is an indefinite lease at no cost to the County and provided by the 
Village of Saddlebrook.  Sheriff Cole said this location is on the south edge of the County 
and will provide a safe place for deputy's to complete reports and conduct business.   

 

County Counselor John Housley has reviewed and signed the agreement between the 
Sheriff's office and the Village of Saddlebrook. 
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Auditor Lacey Hart asked if the dates on the agreement still reflect 2015.  Answer from 
Sheriff Cole: No, the agreement is dated January 2016. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to approve the no cost lease 
between the Christian County Sheriff and the Village of Saddlebrook for office space. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [2 TO 0] 

MOVER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

SECONDER: Ray Weter, Presiding Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Sue Ann Childers 

AWAY: Bill Barnett 

 
Motion/Vote - 10:15 AM Christian County Commission 
Discussion -  Addendum to IT Services 
Attendees: Assistant Nikki Thiessen, and Assistant Ashley Hannah, 

 

County Prosecutor Amy Fite has requested an addendum to the PC Net agreement that 
I.T. Technicians and Help Desk employees must pass an initial and annual background 
check, sign a confidentiality agreement, and agree that Prosecutor office computers are 
to be remotely accessed only when approved for access and while user is logged in to 
the computer. No un-supervised or after-hours remote work allowed. 

 

Presiding Commissioner Weter entertained a motion to endorse the County Prosecuting 
Attorney's request. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 

III. Adjournment 

 The meeting was closed at 10:19 AM 
Motion/Vote -    
Adjourn 
The County Commission completed the scheduled meeting for today and will resume 
session on January 14, 2016. 



  

January Term  Wednesday, January 13, 2016 8:50 AM  

7 | P a g e  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Bill Barnett, Western Commissioner 

SECONDER: Sue Ann Childers, Eastern Commissioner 

AYES: Ray Weter, Bill Barnett, Sue Ann Childers 

 

 
Presiding Commissioner, Ray Weter 

 
Western Commissioner, Bill Barnett 
 

 
Sue Ann Childers 
 

Eastern Commissioner, Sue Ann Childers 
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